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SUBTECT: NATIONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION (NGA) GRADUATION RATE 

The Florida Department of Education (FDOE) will use the National Governors Association (NGA) 
Graduation Rate in the high school grading calculation for school years 2009-10 and 2010-1 1. 

How is the NGA graduation rate calculated? 

The number of students who graduate within four years is divided by the number of students who entered four 
years earlier after adjusting for students who transfer-in and out of the school and for deceased students. 

What are the steps to calculating the NGA graduation rate? 

Step 1: Build the cohort. The cohort includes all students entering the school in grade 9, plus incoming 
transfers. 

Incoming transfers include 
ninth graders who enter in the first year of the cohort (FY2006-07), 
tenth graders who enter in the second year of the cohort (N2007-08), 
eleventh graders who enter in the third year of the cohort (N2008-09), and 
twelfth graders who enter in the fourth final year of the cohort (N2009- 10). 

Step 2: Create the adjusted cohort. Remove outgoing transfers from each grade level and deceased students. 

Outgoing transfers include 
ninth graders who left in the first year of the cohort (FY2006-07), 
tenth graders who left in the second year of the cohort (N2007-08), 
eleventh graders who left in the third year of the cohort (FY2008-09), and 
twelfth graders who left in the fourth or final year of the cohort (FY2009-10). 
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Students may transfer to: 
other public high schools (including DJJs) or private high schools; 
home-education programs; 
Adult-education programs; (Adult-Ed GED diploma recipients are also classified as adult- 
education transfers for the NGA rate and are removed from the cohort.) 

The adjusted cohort becomes the denominator, 

Step 3: Determine the numerator 

Students included in the nuinerator are students in the de~lonliilator who graduate within four years. 
See the chait below for the NGA definition of a graduate. 

Definition of a Graduate  by the NGA Graduation Rate Model 

I Graduation Rate Model I Numerator  (on-time graduates) I 

Students not included in the numerator are: 
o dropouts, 
o certificate recipients, 
o early Exit HS GED diplollla recipients, and 
o continuing enrollees who are not on-time graduates. 

NGA Rate 

Step 4: Detei-mine Graduation Rate. Divide the numerator by the clenominator 

Standard diploma recipients 
Special diplollla recipients 

Adclitional cletailecl infoi-mation regarding cohort acljustment, graduates anel non-graduates diplollla codes and 
classification, 01. information 011 the other g~-aduation rate model is available at the f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  link: 
l~tt~://~~ww.pali~1bea~l~s~11oo1~.ore/a~~e~~i11ent/S~11oo1Grade.a~p. 

You nlay contact Nancy E. Bsito by email, bi-iton(tr~pali~1beacl~.kl2.fl.us or phone, 561-357-7521, PX4752I. 

ACJ/AK/JK/M B/BT/NB: ts 

Reviewed: Approved: 
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Pictorial Representation of Graduation Rate Calculation for 2009-10 Graduates 
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