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 DESTINATION READING 
        COURSE III AND COURSE IV 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL 
INSTRUCT 

Direct instruction 
explains and models 
the concepts 

PRACTICE 
Guided practice 
as the student 
learns how and 
when to apply 
strategies 

APPLY 
Students apply the 
strategy 
independently in a 
new context 

INDIVIDUALIZE
Post-tests and 
pre-tests are 
administered to 
individualize the 
content for each 
student 

 Genre Study 
 Build Background 
 Vocabulary 
 Comprehension 
 Decoding  

 Vocabulary 
 Comprehension 

Skills and 
Strategies 

 Vocabulary 
 Comprehension 

    Skills and   
    Strategies 

 Assess 
 Report 
 Prescribe 

 

     30 Units per Course          4 Lessons per Unit 

                    
                                                                                

                                                                        
                                                                                                                                          

       
 
   

                          
   

       
         
 

 

LESSON 1 – Genre and Vocabulary 
  Genre Study (Ex – Mystery) 
  Build Background 
  Vocabulary Strategy (Ex – context clue) 
LESSON 2 – Reading Comprehension I –  
  Model/Practice (2 comprehension skills)  
  Reading Skill I (Ex – author’s purpose) 
  Reading Skill II (Ex – visualizing) 
LESSON 3 – Strategic Reading 
  Reading Passage (Title) 
  Reading Comprehension Quiz 
LESSON 4 – Reading Comprehension II – 
  Instruction/Applications (same as Lesson 2)  
  Reading Skill I (Ex – author’s purpose) 
  Reading Skill II (Ex – visualizing) 

Each unit addresses at least 
one different genre such as 
informational text, 
persuasive text, and 
mystery.  Additionally, each 
unit offers a Cross-Curricular 
Connection, i.e. Science, 
Social Studies, Language 
Arts, Math, Technology, 
Performing Arts, Music. 



DESTINATION READING COURSE III SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 
 
 

 Lesson 1 Lesson 2 and 4 Lesson 3 
Unit Genre Vocabulary Strategy Comprehension Strategy Comprehension Skill Strategic Reading Passage*** 

 (With Lexile and Word Count) 
Cross-Curricular 

Connection 

1 Narrative Fiction Context Clues:  Idioms Ask and Answer Questions Literary Elements:  Plot, 
Setting, and Character 

I Will Be Stronger Than the Fear In 
My Heart 
570 / 605 

Language Arts:  
Poetry 

2 Informational Text and 
Science Fiction Word Structure:  Suffixes K-W-L Strategy Author's Purpose: To 

Inform/To Entertain 

(1) Give Me Stronger Gravity 
 640 / 502 
(2) Spirit and Opportunity On Mars:  
Where No Man Has Gone Before 
680 / 505 

Technology and 
Science 

3 Historical Fiction Word Structures:  
Inflected Endings 

Analyze Text Structure:  
Chronological Order 

Literary Elements: 
Personification 

Thomas Peale - Into the Unknown 
600 / 619 Social Studies 

4 Informational Text:  
Newspaper Article  

Context Clues:  Multiple-
Meaning Words Summarize Main Idea and Supporting 

Details 
Cool Kid Inventions  
509 / 502 Technology 

5 Informational Text:  
Internet Printout 

Context Clues:  
Synonyms and Antonyms Paraphrase Cause and Effect It Figures! 

730 / 513 Art and Math 

6 Fantasy Dictionary/Glossary:  
Unfamiliar Words Visualize Distinguish Realism from 

Fantasy 
The Kudzu Invasion 
580 / 694 Science  

7 Adventure Fiction Word Structure:  Base 
Words Summarize Literary Elements:  Simile 

and Metaphor 
Finding a Way 
700 / 662 

Science and 
Technology 

8 
Biography and 
Nonfiction Procedural 
Text 

Dictionary/Glossary:  
Multiple-Meaning Words 

Create and Use Graphic 
Organizers:  Idea Web 

Identify Sequence of 
Events 

(1) Robert Ballard, Modern Sea 
Explorer 
860 / 707 
(2) Dive! 
890 / 432 

Science 

9 Tall Tale and 
Informational Text 

Context Clues: 
Homophones and 
Homographs 

Fix-up Strategy:  Read 
Ahead 

Compare and Contrast:  
Two Texts 

(1) The Tall Tale of Pecos Bill 
770 / 639 
(2) Life of a Cowhand--Yesterday and 
Today 
850 / 599 

Social Studies:  
Multicultural 

10 Persuasive Text Word Structure:  Greek 
and Latin Roots Take Notes Persuasive Techniques Walking On the Ceiling 

870 / 657 Science 

11 Narrative Nonfiction Context Clues:  
Synonyms and Antonyms K-W-L Strategy Distinguish Fact and 

Opinion 
The Fun Was In Tents 
710 / 671 Performing Arts 

12 Mystery Context Clues:  
Unfamiliar Words 

Make and Confirm 
Predictions Draw Conclusions 

Can You Dig It?  The Mystery of the 
Hopi Pots 
710 / 736 

Social Studies:  
Archaeology 

13 Adventure Fiction Word Structure:  Greek 
and Latin Roots 

Make and Confirm 
Predictions 

Literary Elements:  Plot, 
Setting, and Character 

Finding Gold In the Clouds 
700 / 858 Science 

14 Autobiography Word Structure:  Prefixes 
and Suffixes 

Create and Use Graphic 
Organizers:  Venn Diagram 

Identify Sequence of 
Events 

From Death Rays to Laser Light--My 
Path to Discovery 
790 / 913 

Science and 
Technology 

15 (Fiction) Drama:  
Reader's Theatre 

Context Clues:  
Homographs Paraphrase Distinguish Fact and 

Opinion 
Slip of the Tongue 
                    Word Count = 889 Language Arts 

16 Informational Text:  
Magazine Article 

Context Clues:  
Unfamiliar Words K-W-L Strategy Main Idea and Supporting 

Details 
Young Teen Builds a Business…  On 
Worms 
850 / 653 

Science 

***The first number represents the LEXILE level, and the second number represents the Word Count.  Other detailed Scope and Sequence information 
can be found on the “Resources” link from the portal page.  Click on Destination Reading Resources.  Then choose DR Course III to see Lesson Plans, 
as well as links to Reading Logs and other useful resources. 



DESTINATION READING COURSE III SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

 Lesson 1 Lesson 2 and 4 Lesson 3 
Unit Genre Vocabulary Strategy Comprehension Strategy Comprehension Skill Strategic Reading Passage*** 

 (With Lexile and Word Count) 
Cross-Curricular 

Connection 

17 Poetry Context Clues:  
Homophones Visualize Literary Elements:  

Symbolism 

(1) Into the Spotlight 
                   Word Count  = 570 
(2) Exit Stage Left 
                    Word Count = 501 

Performing Arts 

18 Informational Text:  
Travel Brochure 

Dictionary/Glossary:  
Unfamiliar Words Take Notes:  Outline Form 

Main Idea and Supporting 
Details:  Headings and Text 
Structure 

Star-Spangled Planner 
840 / 794 

Social Studies:  
Geography 

19 
(Nonfiction) 
Informational Text and 
Opinion Piece 

Context Clues:  Idioms Fix-up Strategy:  Re-read Compare and Contrast:  
Across Texts 

(1) Who Asked You?  Polling Today's 
Youth 
840 / 653 
(2) Don’t Ask!  The Problem With 
Polling Kids 
880 / 538 

Social Studies 

20 Mystery Context Clues:  Multiple-
Meaning Words Paraphrase Identify Cause and Effect The Mystery of the Missing Field Trip 

820 / 902 Language Arts 

21 Historical Fiction Context Clues:  
Synonyms and Antonyms 

Analyze Text Structure:  
Chronological Order Make Inferences Journey To Ellis Island 

910 / 936 
Social Studies:  
History 

22 
Persuasive Text:  
Essay and 
Advertisement 

Word Structure:  Inflected 
Endings Ask and Answer Questions 

Persuasive Devices:  
Sweeping Generalizations, 
Statistical Claims 

(1) A Howling Success:  Returning 
Wolves to Yellowstone 
970 / 733 
(2) The Gray Wolf Needs Your Help! 
910 / 378 

Science:  
Environment 

23 Informational Text:  
Website 

Context Clues:  
Analogies:  Part to Whole 

Analyze Text Structure:  
Description Author's Viewpoint Can't Stand the Heat 

930 / 817 
Science and 
Technology and 
Health 

24 Science Fiction Dictionary/Glossary:  
Multiple-Meaning Words Summarize 

Literary Elements:  
Author's Point of View:  
Third Person 

Brewing Up Trouble 
900 / 837 

Technology and 
Science 

25 Informational Text:  
Reference Book 

Dictionary/Glossary:  
Multiple-Meaning Words K-W-L Strategy Main Idea and Supporting 

Details 
Riding the Air:  The Physics of 
Skateboarding 
870 / 850 

Science:  Physics 

26 Realistic Fiction Word Structure:  Greek 
and Latin Roots Ask and Answer Questions 

Literary Elements:  
Alliteration, Simile, and 
Metaphor 

Under a Blanket of Stars 
820 / 999 Language Arts 

27 
Informational Text:  
Science Nonfiction 
Essay 

Word Structure:  Prefixes 
and Suffixes 

Create and Use Graphic 
Organizers:  Three-Column 
Chart 

Make Inferences The Satellite Hunter 
910 / 895 

Science and 
Technology 

28 Informational Text:  
Procedural Text 

Context Clues:  
Synonyms and Antonyms Summarize Identify Steps in a Process Battle of the Toys 

860 / 960 Technology 

29 
Informational Text:  
Website and Web Log 
(Blog) 

Context Clues:  
Homophones 

Fix-up Strategy:  Prior 
Knowledge 

Recognize Author's 
Viewpoint 

(1) The Midnight Sun 
910 / 766 
(2) My Visit to the End of Night 
830 / 629 

Social Studies 

30 Myth Context Clues:  
Unfamiliar Words Visualize Literary Elements:  

Symbolism 
How Da-Yu Controlled the River 
830 / 943 

Social Studies:  
Cultural Diversity 

***The first number represents the LEXILE level, and the second number represents the Word Count.  Other detailed Scope and Sequence information 
can be found on the “Resources” link from the portal page.  Click on Destination Reading Resources.  Then choose DR Course III to see Lesson Plans, 
as well as links to Reading Logs and other useful resources. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DESTINATION READING COURSE IV SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 
 Lesson 1 Lessons 2 and 4 Lesson 3 
Unit Genre Vocabulary Strategy Comprehension Strategy Comprehension Skill Strategic Reading Passage*** 

 (With Lexile and Word Count) 
Cross-Curricular 

Connection 

1 Informational Text: 
Interview Unfamiliar Words - Slang Make Predictions Sequence Events 

Uncut:  An Interview With An 
Animator 
970 / 966 

Art/ 
Animation 
Technology 

2 Persuasive Text and 
Informational Text Homographs Fix-Up Strategy:  Text 

Features & Illustrations Fact and Opinion Keeping It Real:  The AmountBoyz 
1060 / 872 Music 

3 Historical Nonfiction 
and Narrative Poetry 

Analogy Types:  Person 
and Situation 

Text Structure:  Headings 
and Subheadings Compare and Contrast 

(1) The Ancient Sports of Rome 
1050 / 818 
(2) The Goalie's Journey 
                       Word Count = 401 

Social Studies 

4 Autobiography Dictionary and Glossary 
for Unfamiliar Words Take Notes Cause and Effect 

Creating Unbreakable Codes:  My 
Life as a Cryptographer 
1040 / 994 

Math/Technology/ 
Computer 
Science 

5 Persuasive Text:  
Speech 

Context Clues:  Multiple 
Meaning Words Paraphrase Persuasive Devices Music to Your Ears 

950 / 784 
Health/Science/ 
Music 

6 Drama and Fable Idioms Analyze Text Structure:  
Drama 

Literary Elements:  Plot, 
Setting, Characters 

(1) The First Red Creek Crafts 
Festival 
                   Word Count = 1066 
(2) The Fish Out of Water 
960 / 630 

Language Arts 

7 Informational Text:  
Newspaper Article 

Word Structure:  Greek and 
Latin Roots Summarize Main Idea and Supporting 

Details 
A Kernel of Truth 
950 / 733 Science 

8 Persuasive Text:  
Pamphlets 

Context Clues:  Analogy 
Types:  Synonyms and 
Antonyms 

Paraphrase Recognize Statements of 
Fact and Opinion 

Food For Thought 
1030 / 878 
 

Math/Science 

9 Adventure Fiction 
 

Context Clues:  Unfamiliar 
Words 

Make and Confirm 
Predictions 

Literary Elements:  First 
Person Point of View 

Blue Sky, White Water 
960 / 878    Science 

10 Folktale and Realistic 
Fiction 

Context Clues:  Multiple 
Meaning Words 

Analyze Text Structure:  
Cause and Effect 

Distinguish Between 
Realism and Fantasy 

(1) How the Tortoise Cracked His 
Shell 
900 / 953 
(2) A Superstar Gets Soaked 
930 / 696 

Social Studies 

11 Informational Text Context Clues:  Homophones 
and Homographs Use K-W-L Strategy Identify Cause and Effect 

Who Goes There?  The Technology 
of Identification 
1050 / 810 

Technology 

12 Informational Text:  
Magazine Article 

Word Structure:  Greek and 
Latin Roots 

Ask and Answer 
Questions 

Persuasive Devices:  
Propaganda 

(1) Ready for My Close-Up:  The Life 
of a Film Critic 
990 / 953 
(2) Here's Looking at You:  
Casablanca 
950 / 473 

Language Arts 

13 Realistic Fiction Context Clues:  Synonyms 
and Antonyms Visualize 

Literary Elements:  
Alliteration, Simile and 
Metaphor 

Reality Check 
1050 / 920 Language Arts 

14 
Information Text:  Part 
of A Book and 
Persuasive Text:  
Editorial 

Word Structure:  Prefixes and 
Suffixes 

Take Notes:  Three 
Column Chart 

Draw Conclusions and 
Make Inferences 

(1) Moving Into the Robot Generation
1080 / 829 
(2) The Case Against Robots 
1070 / 572 

Science/ 
Technology 

***The first number represents the LEXILE level, and the second represents the Word Count.  Other detailed Scope and Sequence information can 
be found on the “Resources” link from the portal page.  Click on Destination Reading Resources.  Then choose DR Course IV to see Lesson Plans, 
as well as links to Reading Logs and other useful resources. 



  
 
 
 
 
 

DESTINATION READING COURSE IV SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 
 Lesson 1 Lessons 2 and 4 Lesson 3 

Unit Genre Vocabulary Strategy Comprehension Strategy Comprehension Skill Strategic Reading Passage*** 
 (With Lexile and Word Count) 

Cross-
Curricular 

Connection 

15 Biography Dictionary/Glossary:  Multiple 
Meaning Words 

Create and Use Graphic 
Organizers:  Concept Map 

Identify Sequence of 
Events 

Backstage Pass 
1040 / 732 Music 

16 Autobiography Dictionary/Glossary:  
Unfamiliar Words 

Ask and Answer Questions:  
Question-Answer 
Relationship 

Draw Conclusions and 
Make Inferences 

Heather H.:  Crime Scene Investigator 
990 / 988 Technology 

17 Historical Fiction Context Clues:  Idioms Fix-Up Strategy:  Vary 
Reading Rate 

Literary Elements:  Plot, 
Setting, Characters 

Signs and Suspicions 
1020 / 1067 Social Studies 

18 
Informational 
Text:  
E-zine 

Context Clues:  
Connotative/Denotative 

Analyze Text Structure:  
Problem and Solution Compare and Contrast Playing by Ear 

1030 / 757 Technology 

19 Biography Context Clues:  Unfamiliar 
Words 

Fix-up Strategy:  Re-reading, 
Read Ahead, Use Visuals 

Identify Sequence of 
Events 

Rev It Up 
1030 / 982 Technology 

20 Adventure Fiction Word Structure:  Prefixes and 
Suffixes Make and Confirm Predictions Draw Conclusions and 

Make Inferences 
Treasured Books 
980 / 984 Social Studies 

21 Persuasive Text:  
Speeches 

Context Clues:  Multiple 
Meaning Words Paraphrase Persuasive Devices:  

Propaganda 
Tracking Technology:  Is It Being Taken Too 
Far? 
980 / 969 

Technology 

22 
Science 
Nonfiction and 
Editorials 

Context Clues:  Homonyms 
and Homographs 

Analyze Text Structure:  
Compare and Contrast 

Recognize Author's 
Viewpoint 

(1) Black Holes:  Weird, But Not Worrisome 
1020 / 939 
(2) Why Study Space? 
1040 / 558 

Science 

23 Informational Text Context Clues:  Idioms 
Create and Use Graphic 
Organizers:  Timelines and 
Flow Charts 

Distinguish Fact and 
Opinion 

Fast Break:  Basketball for All 
960 / 1054 

Social 
Studies/Sports 

24 
Informational 
Text:  Newspaper 
Column 

Context Clues:  Foreign 
Words Summarize Main Idea and 

Supporting Details 
Healthy, Wealthy and Wise 
970 / 978 Science 

25 Mystery Word Structure:  Greek and 
Latin Roots Visualize 

Literary Elements:  
Hyperbole and 
Exaggeration 

The Assignment of a Lifetime 
1010 / 981 Science 

26 
Informational Text 
and Persuasive 
Text 

Context Clues:  Synonyms 
and Antonyms 

Use K-W-L Strategy:  
Compare and Contrast Author's Purpose 

(1) The First Amendment:  Cornerstone of 
Freedom 
1110 / 957 
(2) The First Amendment:  Freedom for 
Americans of All Ages 
1100 / 503 

Social Studies 

27 Informational 
Text:  Web Site 

Context Clues:  
Connotative/Denotative 

Analyze Text Structure:  
Classification 

Cause and Effect:  
Implied 

Did You Hear the One About…? 
1040 / 1207 Language Arts 

28 Myth Dictionary/Glossary:  Multiple 
Meaning Words 

Ask and Answer Questions:  
Question-Answer 
Relationship 

Literary Elements:  
Symbolism 

(1) Music in the Air:  The Myth of Marsyas 
and Apollo 
1050 / 857 
(2) How People Came to the South Pacific 
1000 / 629 

Music 

29 Science Fiction Context Clues:  Analogy 
Types:  Attributes and Class Take Notes Distinguish Realism from 

Fantasy 
Shadow Planet 
1100 / 957 Science 

30 Science Fantasy 
Dictionary/Glossary:  
Unfamiliar Words - Base 
Words 

Create and Use Graphic 
Organizers:  Story Map 

Literary Elements:  
Theme 

Trapped in a Comic-Book World 
1030 / 987 Science 

***The first number represents the LEXILE level, and the second represents the Word Count.  Other detailed Scope and Sequence information can be found on the 
“Resources” link from the portal page.  Click on Destination Reading Resources.  Then choose DR Course IV to see Lesson Plans, as well as links to Reading Logs 
and other useful resources. 



Global Navigation Screen 
 

 
                                  
     Navigation Icons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Strategic Reading Passage Support 

              
 

Tools 

       Name of Student will appear according to login  
 

Icon- This is the Strategic Reading passage 
(visual for students) 

 
Download - if there are any videos, music, 
sound or images for student to watch. 

 
Connect - This button links the students to email 
(not external), IM, texts or blogs.  

 
Launch - This will launch any music or activities 

 
        *The buttons will highlight when needed  

Back –- One 
page at a time 

Pause the 
session 

Continue –- 
Move forward 
in the session   Audio Repeat

Back to Lesson 
Menu Repeat 

Current Page 

Glossary

Sticky Notes

Print
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Destination

Reading

COURSE: Destination Reading III
UNIT 12: Archaeology: Digging Up Mysteries

Comprehension Skill: Drawing Conclusions
Complete the following items as you work through the tutorial.

  1. A  story has characters who try to solve a  

problem that they cannot easily find an answer to.

  2. The characters in a mystery story come across information or  

situations that lead them to the .

  3. Characters in a story use  to solve a mystery.

  4.  are things that can be proven to be true.

  5. The characters  the facts to draw their own conclusions.

  6. Conclusions are  based on facts.

  7. When we draw conclusions, we form an  based on the 

information that we have.

  8. Fact + Fact + Fact = .

  9. You can draw conclusions even when you aren’t .

 10. In the story about Robbie and the empty pizza box, the  

was that Robbie ate the pizza. 

Learning  
Objective:

Recognize the 
purpose for drawing 
conclusions.
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