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Characteristics of those most likely to be 

retained:

ÁAfrican American or Hispanic

ÁSingle parent home

ÁImmature

ÁELL

ÁLow socio-economic

ÁUrban



ÁInitial gains may appear in the year of retention.

ÁConsistent research trend shows retained 

students decline within 2-3 years of retention.

ÁRetained students perform similarly or worse than 

peer groups of promoted children. 

ÁSignificant increases in behavior problems are 

noted; these are most obvious when they reach 

adolescence.



ÁRetained or delayed kindergarten entry students 

are more likely to drop out of school.

ÁProbability of dropping out increases with 

multiple retentions.

ÁIncreased risks of health-compromising 

behaviors are noted (i.e., cigarette use, drug 

use, alcohol abuse, violence, etc.).



ÁIs no more effective than retention

ÁProvides no support for student success

ÁDoes not promote better social or cognitive 

development



F.S. 1008.25

School Board Policy 8.01



Public school student progression; remedial

instruction; reporting requirements. ï

(1) INTENT. ïIt is the intent of the Legislature that 

each studentôs progression from one grade to 

another be determined, in part, upon proficiency 

in reading, writing, science, and mathematics;

that district school board policies facilitate such 

proficiency; and that each student and his or her 

parent be informed of that studentôs academic 

progress.



2. é To assist and guide school officials in their 

decisions on placement, promotion, retention, and 

special programs, the Superintendent has 

developed the 2010 ï2011 Student 

Progression Plans, which are incorporated into 

this Board Policy. 



Florida State Statute 1008.25

éif a studentôsreading deficiencyéis not

remedied by the end of grade 3, as demonstrated

by scoring at Level 2 or higher on the statewide

assessment test in reading for grade 3, the student

must be retained.



Recent research and 

practice indicate that 

alternative strategies, 

which strike at the 

root causes of poor 

performance, offer 

genuine hope for 

helping students to 

succeed.



ÁIntensify learning

ÁRigorous standards

ÁRich curriculum

ÁEffective teachers

ÁMeaningful learning

ÁAttend professional development

ÁExpand learning options

ÁAssess to inform teacher

ÁIntervene early and often

Critical Issue: Beyond Social Promotion and Retention- Five Strategies to Help Students 

Succeed

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/atrisk/at800.htm

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/atrisk/at800.htm


Early

Differentiated

Guided by Assessment

Effective



KINDERGARTEN IS 

WHERE IT ALL BEGINS
Early Intervention

Challenging Assignments

More than one way to learn

Assessment for learning



ÁKindergarten is a critical year for 
literacy development.

ÁLiteracy instruction needs to align 
with childrenôs strengths.

ÁInstruction must be differentiated
in order to meet all childrenôs 
needs.
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End of Year

Student Progression

To be considered 

ñon grade level,ò 

children should be 

able to read Guided 

Reading 

Level B at the 

Independent Level.


