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What is MEville to WEville?

An Early Literacy and Communication Curriculum 
that incorporates reading, writing, speaking, 
listening and augmentative communication.



Core Collection Includes

3 Curriculum Manuals
3 Lit t B k3 Literature Books



Unit 1- Me

Three parts with language lessons: individuality

Part 1 Who I Am•Part 1 Who I Am
•Part 2 How I Feel
•Part 3 What I Like

•Today I Feel Silly written by Jamie Lee Curtis.



Unit 2 - My Family

Three parts with language lessons: building relationships

Part 1 Who Is My Family?•Part 1 Who Is My Family? 
•Part 2 Things We Do
•Part 3 Living With My Family

•Families written by Ann Morris



Unit 3 My SchoolUnit 3 - My School

Three parts with language lessons: cooperating with classmates

Part 1 Who Is At My School?Part 1 Who Is At My School? 
Part 2 Being A Student
Part 3 What We Do

My Special Day at Third Street School written by Eve Bunting.



Each Unit Includes
• Explicit and Systematic 

Lessons 
(75 lessons in 3 parts)

• Extension Activities 
(60 additional lessons)

• Action Dictionary
• Assistive Technology Guide
• Data Collection FormsData Collection Forms
• Reproducibles



Extended Lessons and 
Literacy Starters



MEville Extended Lessons andMEville Extended Lessons and 
Literacy Starters

• MEville to WEville Extended with Literacy Starters 
Programg

The additional 3 units provide 135 lessons including:

• One set of Start-to-Finish Literacy Starters 
• 3 Paperback books 
• 3 Computer books on CD• 3 Computer books on CD 
• 3 Vocabulary card sets
• 45 Lessons mapped to the included Start-to-Finish 

contentcontent 



MEville Extended Lessons and 
Literacy StartersLiteracy Starters



ME ill E t d d L dMEville Extended Lessons and 
Literacy Startersy

The program originated based on the belief that 
students with significant disabilities can andstudents with significant disabilities can and 
deserve the opportunity to develop and 
generalize literacy skills that can be applied ingeneralize literacy skills that can be applied in 
novel contexts, on assessments and in 
everyday life. The curriculum provides the 
type of scaffolding necessary for students to 
achieve this goal.





Elements Required for Literacy 
Learning Success…Learning Success…

• Vocabulary Development
• Print Concepts
• Oral Language
• Word Identification

Ph l i l A• Phonological Awareness



Content Lessons

• Learning New Words
• Vocabularyy
• Word Wall Words
• Literacyy
• Writing 

• EXTENSION ACTIVITIES



Repetition with Variety

T l kill d li itTo learn a skill and generalize it 
across contexts, instruction must 
provide repetition of the skill in a 

variety of ways.y y

Erickson University of NC 2006Erickson, University of NC, 2006



Planner p 3Planner p. 3
Coordinated Instructional Sequence



Explicit & Systematic Approach



Action Dictionary

• Differentiated Instruction

• 31 action verbs

• Action word bolded in 
l tlesson steps

• Access to literacy activities

• Template for other lessons



Group Instruction for ALL!





Data Collection

• Identifies student baseline

Anecdotal and Baseline• Anecdotal and Baseline

• Integrate with IEP goals & 
objectivesobjectives

• Keep track of student 
participation growth andparticipation, growth and 
progress

• Download from AbleNetDownload from AbleNet
– MEville
– unit1



Let’s Take a Closer Look   Let s Take a Closer Look . . .

Data Collection FormsData Collection Forms



Character Education

• Character Community icon

• Signals active meaningful 
engagement

• Invited and valued role

• Enhance engagement and 
self-esteemself esteem



Reproducibles

• Designed with 
Boardmaker SymbolsBoardmaker Symbols

• Included in the Program

• Download from Web

• Pass code in each Unit
– unit1, unit2, unit3
– MEville



MEville to WEville Alignment to 
Florida’s SSS Access PointsFlorida s SSS Access Points



AbleNet K-12 Programs

MEville to WEville: Research



What is the proofWhat is the proof 
that MEville Works?
Lessons based on the understanding 

of the early literacy learningy y g

• National Reading PanelNational Reading Panel
• National Reading Research Council 

Project
• Reading Difficulties in Young Children
• Rand Reading Comprehension Reports



Evidenced-based Research

Research Study in Chapel Hill, N.C. in 
Spring 2004 lead by Dr. Erickson

2003 Fall - Pilot study to evaluate y
23 children with moderate to severe disabilities
Analysis of findings posted on website

S S2004 Spring Large Scale Replication
2007 – Large Scale Replication (>100 students) Bay 

County, FL – Pending Publicationy, g



2004 Research
• The Assistive Technology Outcomes andThe Assistive Technology Outcomes and 

Benefits Journal Vol 2, Issue 1.

• Toward Positive Literacy Outcomes for 
Students with Significant DevelopmentalStudents with Significant Developmental 
Disabilities by Erickson, et al, 2005.

http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/resources.html
http://www ablenetinc comhttp://www.ablenetinc.com



Findings
– Teachers integrated MEville across the school day.
– Teachers spent more time addressing communication and 

literacy.y
– Teachers focused on the integration of assistive technology

across their school day rather than the creation of 
instructional activities.

– Teachers spent more time focused on meeting individual 
child needs and less time planning for the whole group.

– Related service providers were better able to integrate their 
services into the classroom.

– Increased opportunities for parent-teacher interaction and 
collaboration.



Additional Findings
– Children initiated more communication and interaction 

during the program.

– Children developed stronger social relationships with their 
peers in special and general education.

– Children became more socially responsive.

– Some children made measurable progress as readers and 
writers.



Parent Involvement

• Send Home Vocabulary
• Send Home Extensions
• Rehearse Plays, Songs with VOCA
• PhotosPhotos
• Additional Literature
• Oral Vocabulary & ComprehensionOral Vocabulary & Comprehension



Students in Action VideoStudents in Action- Video
www.ablenetinc.com



Classroom ReadyClassroom-Ready 
Technology



Successful Implementation

• Current Professional Development 
M d lModel

• Successes
• Challenges



http://www.ablenetinc.com/asap/index.html



Next Steps



Thank You!



Your AbleNet Contact

J S h h M S CCC SLPJeanne Schorsch M.S. CCC-SLP
jschorsch@ablenetinc.com

800 322 0956 2258800-322-0956 x2258


