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The School Board of Palm Beach County has adopted a resolution recognizing May as Haitian Heritage Month on April 23, 2003.

Schools are encouraged to organize activities in commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month in order to teach students the contributions of Haitians to the history of the world and the United States in particular and to honor and celebrate diversity in our schools as well as in our communities. Our School District is home to more than 14,000 Haitian students bringing to us their rich culture and language.
Facts About Prominent Haitians For Daily Announcements
The Department of Multicultural Education has compiled facts about prominent Haitians for your use during the school's daily announcements.  
They are at the bottom of this message.  We hope you will highlight a single fact each day during your morning announcements. 
 

For more information about celebrating Haitian Heritage Month and for a list of resources and some suggested activities schools can organize, please visit http://www.palmbeachschools.org/pao/creole/MwaEritajAyisyen2010.asp
 

Facts About Prominent Haitians For Daily Announcements 
Read about one prominent Haitian and/or a fact about Haitian history during your morning announcements in May.  

	MAY 3: 

As recently as the 1990's, Haitian Heritage Month was virtually an unknown topic in the K-12 curriculum or in general public consciousness. The first Haitian Heritage Month celebration took place in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1998. Since then Haitian Heritage Month has been commemorated everywhere in the United States where the Haitian population is significant. The School District was the first government organization in Palm Beach County to adopt a resolution recognizing May as Haitian Heritage month on April 23, 2003.  
Everyday during the month of May we will be talking about one prominent Haitian and/or a fact about Haitian history.

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.

Today’s tribute is to: 

Jean Baptiste Pointe Du Sable

Born a free Black in St. Marc, Haiti, Jean Baptiste Point Du Sable, a Haitian trader, founded Chicago by establishing the first permanent dwelling near the mouth of the Chicago River.  In the early 1770's he made his way up to Mississippi to the Chicago area.  Here he established a trading post on the North Bank of the Chicago River mouth.  His business prospered and became the center of a permanent Chicago settlement.  His trading post was the main supply station for White trappers, traders, les coureurs des bois and the natives.


	May 4 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Jean-Jacques Dessalines

Founder and first Head of State of Haiti, he was proclaimed Emperor under the name of “Jacques the 1st”.  As Commander-in-Chief of the indigenous Army, Dessalines is the Father of Haiti’s Independence which was won with the defeat of the army of Napoleon at the Battle of Vertières on November 18, 1803.

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 5 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

John James Audubon
Born in Haiti and educated in France, John James Audubon, a naturalist, ornithologist, and artist, settled in the United States at age 18 and began compiling drawings and paintings of local wildlife. From 1827 to 1838, Audubon published Birds of America, a collection of life-sized, hand-colored folio plates of native birds.  The National Audubon Society, formed to conserve natural habitats and preserve wildlife, was founded in his honor.          

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 6 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Henri Christophe

Henri Christophe is the first Crowned Monarch of the so name New World on June 2, 1811 as “King Henry I”.  Born in Grenada, he came to St. Domingue when he was 10 to be trained as a cook.   He enlisted with the “Chasseurs Volontaires,” and fought memorably alongside George Washington’s troops at the Battle of Savannah in the war for American Independence.  He is the prodigious Constructor of the Citadelle considered by Haitians as the eighth wonders of the world. 

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 7 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Alexandre Pétion

One of the founders of Haiti’s independence. He was a member of the indigenous revolutionary troops that defeated the Napoleon expedition army to create the world’s first black independent republic. As a direct result of the inability of France to defeat the Haitian revolution, Napoleon decided to sell French holdings in North America to the United States in the 1803 Louisiana Purchase.  

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 10 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Marjorie Judith Vincent

Haitian born, Marjorie Judith Vincent, became the second consecutive black woman to win the Miss America title in 1991. She used the title to promote awareness of domestic violence. 

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 11 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Samuel Dalembert

Samuel Dalembert moved to Montreal from Haiti at age 14. He played basketball for the first time as a sophomore at Lucien-Pagé High School in Montreal. He later moved to the United States where he plays alongside the superstar Allen Iverson in the Philadelphia 76ers team. When disaster struck his country following hurricane Jeanne, he provided financial assistance to his compatriots in need.
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 12 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Garcelle Beauvais
Garcelle Beauvais was born in St. Marc, Haiti. She moved to the U. S. when she was 7 years old with her family. She began modeling in New York at 17 years old. She made her first TV appearance on Miami Vice, and played a nurse in the Cosby Show. She has also appeared in The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Hanging with Mr. Cooper, Wild Wild West, and The Jamie Foxx Show.
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 13 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Wyclef Jean

Composer, musician, entertainer, Wyclef Jean is one of the most famous and successful hip-hop artist in Hollywood. The proudest of all Haitians, he uses his fame to advocate in favor of Haiti and Haitians everywhere he performs. Always wearing the Haitian flag, his performances, interviews, and productions are an opportunity for him to showcase the best about his country. He has already won two Grammy Awards.
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 14 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Michaelle Jean

Michaelle Jean was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. She left in 1968, her family fleeing the oppressive regime of Francois 'Papa Doc' Duvalier, settling in Quebec with her family. At just 48 years old, the award winning journalist became Canada’s 27th governor general on October 1st, 2005. She is one of the youngest governor generals of Canada ever, the third woman in the job and the first black person to call Rideau Hall home.

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 17 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Phillip Brutus

He is the first Haitian elected to the Florida House of Representative in 2000, he was also the first city councilman of North Miami. At his swearing-in ceremony in the Legislature Brutus said, “I stood here representing the Haitian nation, all black people, all immigrants, all poor people who dreamed of the day.”  He co-sponsored a bill adopted on Thursday, April 22, 2004, to recognize January 1, 2004 “Republic of Haiti Day”. 
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 18 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about May 18 as…
Haitian Flag Day

The Haitian flag was born on May 18, 1803. At a meeting in Arcahaie, the indigenous army decided to have their own flag. Under the order of Dessalines, a soldier ripped off the white section of the tricolor French flag and asked a seamstress, Catherine Flon, to put together the blue and the red parts. The Coat of Arms was later added to the center of the flag. 

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 19 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

René Godefroy

René Godefroy is a motivational inspirational speaker, a nationally-known, award-winning author, and inspirational speaker unique in America. He is sought after by Fortune 500 companies such as AT&T, Coca-Cola, and Charles Schwab to help raise the bar of excellence and increase productivity. He was born in a tiny village in Haiti. He survived poverty to rise to international prominence.
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 20 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Toussaint Louverture

Today marks the 267th anniversary of the birth of Toussaint Louverture. He was born a slave near Cap-Haitian. When Napoleon Bonaparte sent a French expedition to re-establish slavery in the island, he fought against General Leclerc and declared himself Governor of Haiti.  Known as the “Black Spartacus”, and the “Precursor” of the independence of Haiti, Toussaint is one of the founders and heroes of the Republic of Haiti.

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 21
In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…
Edwidge Danticat

Author and writer at an astonishingly young age, Edwidge Danticat has become one of our most celebrated novelists. A writer who evokes the wonder, terror, and   heartache of her native Haiti and the enduring strength of Haiti’s women. She received a National Book Award Nomination for her collection of stories Krik? Krak? She was featured in a New York Times article that named “30 Under 30” creative people to watch.
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 24

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…
Olden Polinyce

Born in Haiti, he moved to the U. S. at age seven, went to University of Virginia, and chose a career as a Basketball player. His team reached the NCAA Final Four in 1984. Later he joined the NBA and played consecutively for many teams like the Seattle Supersonics, the Los Angeles Clippers, the Detroit Pistons, the Sacramento Kings, the Utah Jazz, etc. He established the “Helping Out Our People” Foundation, which provides aid to the less fortunate in both the U.S. and Haiti.
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 25 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…
Ralph Gilles

Gilles is a bona-fide superstar in the automotive industry. As director of the Chrysler Design Group, he received an Automotive Hall of Fame Young Leadership and Excellence Award in 2003. His 300 Chrysler, that is considered the most influential American car of the 21st century, won the Motor Trend’s Car of the Year Award in 2005.

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 26 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…

Marie St. Fleur

Marie P. St. Fleur is the first Haitian American to hold elected office in Massachusetts. A graduate of Boston College Law School, she began her legal career in 1987. In 1991, she was appointed assistant attorney general in the Trial Division of the Office of the Attorney General, where she rose to become Chief of the Unemployment Fraud division. In 1999, she was elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives from the Fifth Suffolk Suffolk District. 
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 27 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…
Marie Ferdinand

Marie Ferdinand, a professional basketball star, was named a member of the 2002 and 2003 WNBA All-Star team.  Marie Ferdinand is a basketball player of high caliber. Her career took her to   Poland and Russia. She graduated from Louisiana State University and would like to teach physical education when her basketball career is over. She plays for the San Antonio Silver Stars.
Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	May 28 

In commemoration of Haitian Heritage Month, today we are going to talk about…
Rony François

First Haitian-American to head Florida's principal public health agency, "Dr. Francois has a depth of knowledge about public health policy and will be a strong advocate for providing quality health services for Floridians," Gov. Bush said. "After considering several outstanding candidates for this position, I am certain Dr. Francois is the right    person to guide our state on a wide array of public health issues."

Attention teachers: For additional information visit the Haitian Heritage Month website from the banner at the District main page.



	


May is Haitian Heritage Month!
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