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Enrollment Projections 
 
Actual and projected total enrollment for pre-kindergarten (Pre-K) through grade twelve (12) are 
shown in Tables 1.2 and 1.3.  These data includes students housed in District-owned facilities, 
pre-kindergarten students, students in charter schools, as well as students housed 
in non District-owned facilities.  The two tables categorize the data in different 
formats.  Total projected K-12 enrollment in FY2014 is 171,387 students; an 
increase of 2,059 students over five years.  The latest forecast is higher than the 
enrollment projections made one year ago; current projections for FY2013 are 
1,281 students higher than last year's forecast. 
 
The economic recession and local housing market complexities and uncertainties 
are expected to remain primary influencing factors during calendar years 2009 and 2010.  The 

demographic make-up of homebuyers is expected to continue shifting over 
the ensuing five and ten years.  Empty nesters, pre-retirees and splitters 
(families who live in tow or more geographic areas during the year) are 
anticipated to comprise a larger share of the local housing market. 
 
The data shown in Tables 1.2 and Table 1.3 are the basis for determining the 

future capacity needs in the District.  Enrollment in District-owned facilities is generally 
comparable to State Department of Education Capital Outlay Full-Time Equivalent (COFTE) 
enrollment projections.  (State FDOE counts two conversion charter schools still owned by the 
district in their forecast).  Figures 1.3 illustrate these forecasted enrollment trends graphically. 
 
Total K-12 Enrollment: 
Table 1.2 represents Total K-12 Students – including students housed in district owned facilities, 
charter schools, and alternative and ESE centers; total elementary enrollment is projected to 
increase by 2414 students by FY2014; middle school enrollment by 31 students; high school 
enrollment is forecast to decline by 574 students. 
 
The total projected increase, FY09 to FY13, is 2,059 students.  Most of the increase is projected 
in the last two years of the five-year period.  Total K-12 charter school enrollment is forecast to 
grow by 426 students over five years; enrollment in alternative and ESE schools is anticipated to 
decline by 300 students over the period.  
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Table 1.2:  Historical and Projected Enrollment – Palm Beach County School Distirict 
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Table 1.3:  Historical and Projected Enrollment – District-Owned Versus Other Facilities – 
Palm Beach County School District 
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Enrollment in Districted –Owned Facilities: 
The latest K-12 enrollment forecast for District-owned schools, shown in Table 1.3, is an 
increase of 2,261 students over the next five years. District owned facilities - Elementary 
enrollment is projected to increase by 2,187 students by FY2014.  However, elementary 
enrollment is projected to decline for two years, then, show a modest increase in FY12.  Most of 
the projected increase in elementary students is forecast in the last two years of the five-year 
period.  Middle school enrollment is anticipated to be flat, increasing by 
only 43 students over the next five years.  High school enrollment is 
forecast to decline by 484 students by FY2014.  
 
One of the factors attributed to the projected decline in high school 
membership is the low eighth grade cohort.  This lower eighth grade 
enrollment is due, in part, to retention guidelines for third grade students reflected in the 
District’s Pupil Progression Plan.  The retention guideline began six years ago.  SY2007-08 
enrollment in grades eight to eleven (students who will be in high school in 2008) is lower than 
the numbers that matriculated into high school last fall.  Figure 1.3 is a graphic representation of 
historical and projected K-12 enrollment in district-owned schools. 
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Births  
Birth rates are a prime indicator of future student enrollment trends, particularly elementary 
enrollment for the next five years.  Florida state law requires children to be five years old on or 
before September 1st to enter kindergarten.  Palm Beach County birth data is shown in Figure 
1.4. 
 

 
Actual birth data shown corresponds to school entrance dates from 2000-01 through 2013-14.  
Year 2006-07 birth data is still provisional; year 2007-08 is estimated.  In the early to mid-1990s, 
the number of births remained relatively stable varying between 12,250 and 12,750 per year.  
Births have increased every year since 1994, except in 2001-02.  The number of estimated births 
in 2007-08 is 16,497. 
 
The ratio of kindergarten enrollment to births five-years earlier is an indirect measure of net in-
migration.  This ratio has declined every year since SY2004-05 (SY2004-05 was 
1.01; SY2008-09 ratio was 86.7).  Births entering school over the next five-years 
are increasing; however, kindergarten enrollment has not increased as much as 
births or has declined.  Current projections assume a lower K/B ratio for two 
years, then a gradual increase through SY2013-14.  This assumption follows the 
five year trend and lowers the estimated future kindergarten enrollment. 
 
  


