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| Money to be used for new schools,

SALES TAX REFERENDUM

‘and to replace oldér bulldmgs

. BY MARC FREEMAN
EDUCATION WRITER

Palm Beach County voters on Tues-
day appeared to overwhelmingly pass
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County voters approve raising sales tax by half— cent
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perintendent Art Johnson said.
The half-percent tax, start-
ing Jan. 1 and ending Dec. 31,
2010, is projected ultimately to
raise an estimated $560 million
toward a $1 billion construc-
tion program. The plan in-
cludes opening or starting
work on14 new schools and 26
replacement schools and class-
room additions at 27 schools —
all during the next five years.
‘Administrators say they had
no choice but to pursue the ref-

erendum because the district is
projected to fall far short of ob-
taining the needed money
from loans, property taxes and
state sources. The construction
plan is so large due to the addi-
tion of about 5,000 new stu-
dents each year, a schedule of
modernizing campuses that
are more than 35 years old, an
anti-overcrowding policy and
high construction costs.
Before embracing the half-
cent tax, business leaders de-
manded and won a guarantee
that a committee of citizens
with no financial ties to the dis-
trict would make sure the mon-

ey is spent as promised.
This strict over51ght would
“make sure it’s done right,” as-
sured radio and television ads
sponsored by the Community
and Education Partnership, a
business-led political commit-
tee. As of Oct. 8, the group had
collected $507,675 in cam-

' paign donations from con-

struction companies and other
firms that do business with the
district.

“We're just really excited be-
cause it does so many good
things for the schools and the
communities,” said Budd
Kneip, committee chairman.

SCHOOL BOND ISSUE

99.0% of precincts reporting

Should a half-cent sales tax be added to
build and modemize schools?

CANDIDATES VOTES PCT.
Yes 242,719 584+
No 172,733 416
- The half-cent tax will apply

to purchases of retail goods,
prepared foods, car repairs and
more. But medicines, baby
food and some groceries are

‘exempt. Only the first $5,000 of
.any single purchase is subject

to the extratax.
A family with a household

income of $75,000 will pay an
estimated $679 in additional

. sales tax over six years, while a

family with a $25,000 income
will pay $342 more, according
to the school district.

But business leaders pushed
the sales tax, rather than an in-
crease in property taxes, be-
cause tourists and other con-
sumers would share up to 20
percent of the burden, and resi-
dents who rent also would pay.

Marc Freeman can be
reached at mjfreeman@sun-
sentinel.com or 561-243-6642.





